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Home Economics Soplw1110re 
I OWA STATE COLLEGE leads the nation in en-
rollment of home econo mics students. There are 
433, 140 women in the U nited States majoring in un-
dergradu ate h ome economics; 1,473 are at Iowa State. 
In addLtion, 344 men are home economics ma jors, ac-
cording to the 1953 fall enrollment data of the Re-
search and Statistical Standards Section of the Office 
of Education. 
Facilities in the approximately 500 colleges and 
uni versities granting degrees in home economics are 
inadequate for the enrollment, yet the numbers con-
tinue to increase. 
Nationwide uniformity 
Home econom ics first appeared as a subject in the 
Iowa, Kansas and I lli nois land-grant colleges in the 
1870's. The curriculum, once disorganized and with-
out an official title, now claims vast enmUment an d 
nationwide uniformity . 
The gmwth of home economics was more rapid in 
the s.tate agricultural colleges than elsewhere and 
knew no bounds. It gradu ally spread to almost all 
types of sta te, municipal, and private institu tions open 
to women. 
Four-year courses 
In 1949, home economics was offered in 470 oolleges 
and universities as a part of their 4-year program, ac-
cording to the United States Office of EducaJtion. In 
addition, 300 junior colleges, community colleges, 
technical institutes, colleges and universities offered 
home economics courses without granting degrees. 
I n the same year, 2,678 full-time instructors were 
employed in home economics. T he present number 
o£ facul ty members per institution ranges from 1 to 
81, Iowa State having the highest number. 
A decline in home economics majors began in 1949 
and has continued in the n on-land-grant colleges. 
H owever, in the land-grant institu tions, enroll ment 
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in home economics began to increase in 1951. Iowa 
State, a land-grant college, jo ined in this increase. Be-
low is a comparative chart of enroUment in 195 1 and 
1953. 
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COMPARATIVE ENROLLMENT 
OF 1q51 AND 1953 
In the fall of 1953 there were 14 percent more wo-
men enrolled in colleges granting degrees in home 
economics than in the fall of 1951. Despite this gen-
eral increase, the number of women majoring in home 
economics increased only slightly, 1.1 percent. 
Men showed a growing interest in home economics 
in 1953. Of the 38,721 undergraduate majors in home 
economics, 344 were men. They were enrolled in the 
curriculum in 52 different schools. 
In addition to the home eoonomics majors, 24,234 
women and 3,871 men majoring in other fields were 
taking one or more home economics courses in 430 
colleges and uruiversities. 
Overcrowded conditions and a shortage of instruc-
tors have become major problems. The teaching fac-
ul ty has decreased in each 2-year period, according to 
a recent survey of 349 institutions. In 1949 there were 
2,524 faculty members. Two years lat·er figures showed 
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2,427- a 4-percent drop. In 1953 the numbeTS had 
decreased ano ther 3 percent. 
Enrollment and faculty in six leading home econom-
ics schools are shown on a oomparative basis below. 
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A CoM PARATI\JE CHART OF 
ENROLLMENT IN HoME EcoNOM\CS 
Though lowa State College leads in enro llment, 
only 285 of the 1,217 reque&ts Eor graduates could be 
filled last year. 
The present Home Economics Building had 991 
women using its facilities when it was erected in 1926. 
In the fall of 1953 there were 1,533 women crowded 
into its classrooms. The number continues to grow. 
Of the institutions on the above chart, the area per 
undergradu ate student at Iowa State College is less 
than one-third that p rovided by the lowest of the 
group. Approximately 100 square feet per studen t is 
the recommendation for ho me economics students. 
Iowa State provides 53 square feet of area per student. 
A graph of comparative areas below shows how 
much Iowa State lacks, particularly bearing in mind 
that it has the greatest enrollment of all these schools. 
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Though Iowa State's facil,ities have not increased 
in the same proportion as the enrollment, it is a leader 
in the field of home economics and highly respected 
by the profession. 
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